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Discovering the History of the Library
Kate Waldera has always loved history. 
“It was my favorite subject in school,” 
Kate said. “I enjoy the hunt to discover 
the back story. I like to know where I 
came from and who came before me.”

Kate has been involved with 
the Bismarck Historical Society 
for several years and is now the 
president. She also happens to be the 
Head of Reference Services at the 
Library. Due to her love of history 
and her passion for reference work, it 
was a natural fit for her to prepare a 
presentation about the history of the 
Bismarck Public Library.

“What sparked my interest initially 
was a comment that there was a file 
about previous Library directors, but 
the file was incomplete,” said Kate. 
“I decided I should do some work to 
complete that file.”

Kate worked off and on for seven to 
eight months, on her time away from 
work, digging through Library files, 
scanning historical newspapers and 
contacting anyone she could find 
who might have more information. 

On, April 8, she presented her 
findings to a crowd of history lovers 
at the Library. Several in the crowd 
were able to share some of their own 
memories from their childhood about 
visiting the Library.

Kate Waldera searches through a box of histori-
cal documents, uncovering information for her 
presentation about the history of the Bismarck 
Public Library.

continued on page 2

Timeline of Bismarck 
Public Library
1915 – Books could be checked 
out from the Commercial Club 
(Bismarck Chamber of Commerce).

1916 – City donated property on 
the corner of 6th Street and Thayer 
Ave. for a Library and the Carnegie 
Corporation donated $25,000 to 
build the building.

1917 – The Bismarck Public Library 
was opened. The first librarian, 
Florence Davis, earned $1,000 per 
year and the janitor earned $60 per 
month.

1963 – The current building was 
built and renamed the Veterans 
Memorial Public Library.

1987-1989 – The building was 
expanded to its current size.



One interesting story that Kate 
uncovered involved the Library 
board wanting to conserve 
money during the winter of 
1918/1919. The librarian 
suggested closing on Sundays 
to conserve the coal that was 
used for heating the building. 
She also noted that it was 
difficult for her to work seven 
days a week. The board did 
not want to close on Sundays, 
so the suggestion was made 
that the janitor could serve as 
the librarian on Sundays. There was no 
information about whether it happened 
or not, but they did note that Sundays 
were a busy day and they didn’t feel they 
could be closed.

Kate said someday, when she finds the 
spare time, she may turn all her research 
into a book. 

To view Kate’s presentation, visit  
http://tinyurl.com/BisPubLibHist
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Thank you, Ed Klecker
Ed Klecker is saying farewell to the Library 
Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors. After serving 
on the board for more than nine years, including 
a turn as board president, Ed has decided to 
spend more time relaxing and enjoying his 
retirement. Ed has the distinction of also serving 
as president of the Library Board of Directors and 
president of the Friends of the Library. Ed said 
he was particularly proud of the work done by 
the Foundation in raising money to remodel the 
Children’s Library. Thank you, Ed, for your many 
years of service.

Welcome, Sheri Coleman
The Library Foundation, Inc. welcomes Sheri 
Coleman as a new board member. Sheri is the 
co-owner of her company, Coleman Associates, 
where she acts as Associate Director for the 
Northern Canola Growers Association, as well as 
the Executive Director for AmeriFlax, representing 
90 percent of U.S. grown Canola and 95 percent 
of the U.S. Flax. She directs marketing, health 
promotion and education of canola oil in domestic 
and international markets. With a B.S. in Nursing, 
she has an extensive background in health care, 

preventive medicine, instruction and program 
management. She also has co-authored a 
cookbook, Canola Gourmet.

Sheri lives in Bismarck with her husband, Barry. She 
is an avid lover of books – in particular, antiquarian 
children’s books. Sheri has four grown children and 
is a new grandmother of two beautiful grandsons!  

Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
Provides Support
Basin Electric Power Cooperative recently provided 
two grants to the Library Foundation, Inc. One grant 
for $500 sponsored our Employee Appreciation 
luncheon for Library staff. Another grant for $5,000 
provided support for “The Art of Books,” paid for an 
update to our donor wall and sponsored the Teen 
Summer Reading Program for 2015. Thank you to 
Basin for its ongoing support!

Thank you to the Fredrikson &  
Byron Foundation
The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation continues 
their support of the Library Foundation with a 
$1,000 unrestricted grant.

If you are interested in discovering 
more about your family history 
or more about local history, visit 
the Library, or check out our 
online resources. You can find 
information from the following:

• Ancestry (Library edition) –  
can be accessed at the Library

• World Vital Records – can 
be accessed at the Library or 
at home via the Library website 
(go to eResources, eResources 
Online, Genealogy)

• Access Newspaper Archive 
– newspapers, including The 
Bismarck Tribune, from 1873-1956 
– can be accessed at the Library 
or at home via the Library website 
(go to eResources, eResources 
Online, Newspapers) 

• Digital Horizons – contains 
historical information and photos 
about North Dakota. The process 
of adding information and photos 
about Bismarck and Burleigh 
County has started. Information 
about other areas of North 
Dakota can be viewed at  
www.digitalhorizonsonline.org.

Discovering  
History at the Library

continued from page 1

The original Bismarck Public Library was built with funding from 
the Carnegie Corporation.

For more information about the Bismarck Historical Society,  
visit www.bismarckhistory.org.

Page 2 



Supporters Enjoy 
“The Art of Books” 
Art and books both inspire us to dream, imagine 
and see things in a different light. They stir the 
mind and heal the soul. These two motivating 
things came together recently as the focus of the 
Library Foundation, Inc.’s spring event. 

 
Supporters of books and supporters of art 
gathered at the Library on April 17 to enjoy 
“The Art of Books” event. Several local artists 
produced works of art that used books as 
inspiration. Some of the items even incorporated 
pieces of books into the artwork. Guests at the 
event snacked on pizza, chocolates, nuts, and 
popcorn, and sampled several different wines 
and locally brewed Buffalo Commons beer.

Attendees browsed through the art items and 
were able to bid on the pieces that inspired 
them. The lucky bidders walked away with 
some special, one-of-a-kind art pieces.

Wild Inspire Trivia Tour capped off the evening 
with a round of trivia. Teams squared off to 
answer dozens of serious and silly questions, 
with many focusing on the topics of art and 
books. Although there was only one winning 

team, all the teams had a great time, and the 
losing team even won a bag of ‘Smarties’ candy 
to help them with their next trivia challenge.

Proceeds from the event were added to the 
fundraising effort for an updated Teen Center at 
the Library.
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Join a Club!
Support the Library!
The Library Foundation, Inc. offers 
several different ways to support the 
Library. All memberships are tax 
deductible. Use the membership form at 
the back of this newsletter and start your 
legacy of Library support. Join one of 
our membership clubs and receive the 
following perks.

Ben Franklin 100 Club - $100
• Ten percent off bookmark from The 

Gifted Bean Coffee House
• Invitations to special Foundation events
• Email notifications of upcoming 

Library events (must supply your email 
address to the Foundation)

• Recognition in The Limited Edition 
newsletter and on the Foundation’s 
donor kiosk

Gold Card Club - $250 
• A special gold library card and key tag

• A free coffee drink from The Gifted 
Bean Coffee House 

• Invitations to special Foundation events
• Email notifications of upcoming 

Library events (must supply your email 
address to the Foundation)

• Recognition in The Limited Edition 
newsletter and on the Foundation’s 
donor kiosk

Novel Club - $500
• A free travel mug from The Gifted Bean 

Coffee House
• A free coffee drink from The Gifted 

Bean Coffee House
• Invitations to special Foundation events
• Email notifications of upcoming 

Library events (must supply your email 
address to the Foundation)

• Recognition in The Limited Edition 
newsletter and on the Foundation’s 
donor kiosk

New Art at the Library
The Library now has some amazing new 
art pieces available for checkout. There 
are 70 modern and classic art prints 
available, and the checkout period is 
60 days. Some of the prints available 
include:

• Starry Night, by Vincent van Gogh;
• A Sunday on La Grande Jatte,  
 by Georges Seurat
• the Return of the Prodigal Son,  
 by Rembrandt
• Water Lilies, by Calude Monet
• the Buffalo Hunter, by Seth Eastman
• the Great Wave Off Kanagawa,  
 by Hokusai Katsushika.

Come check 
out the art. 
You may 
find a piece 
that will 
thrill you, 
inspire you 
or calm  
your day.

Many new 
art pieces 
are available 
for check-
out at the 
Library.

Georges Seurat’s A Sunday on  
La Grande Jatte is available for  
checkout at the Library.
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The Limited Edition  
is published twice 
per year by the 

Library Foundation, Inc. This newsletter is mailed 
or emailed to all donors and others concerned 
about the continued growth and enhancement 
of Library services. If you would like to be added 
to the mailing list, please email Cameo Skager at 
cskager@cdln.info or call 355-1494.

Who’s Who
The Library Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President  ............................................ Cynthia Norland

Vice President ................................Dick Weber

Secretary .............................................. Jesse Sailer

Treasurer  ............................................William Pearce

Friends Rep.  .................................... Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Board Rep.  ..................Michael Schaff

Directors
 Bob Bartosh Kathy Nordquist
 Sheri Coleman Kristi Paris
 Greg Ellwein Carol Russell
 Carolyn Frank Erik Sakariassen
 Mary Maichel Guler Patty Sandness
 Tara Holt Michael Schaff
 Mike LaLonde Jan Schultz
 Elizabeth Lucas Joan Severin
 Thomas Mayer Helen Tracy
    
Executive Director .......................Cameo Skager

Administrative Assistant ..... Kristi Simenson 

Limited Edition Editor ......... Cameo Skager

Library Board of Directors
Michael Schaff, President
Michael Fladeland, Vice President
Pat Grantier
Joyce Hinman
David Ripley

Library Director ..............................Christine Kujawa

Library Assistant Director ...Elizabeth Jacobs

Support the Library!
Enjoy a meal at Space Aliens restaurant on Monday, 
June 29 and help the library at the same time.

This letter can be found online at www.bismarcklibrary.org 
(under Headlines) or on the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public 
Library Facebook page.

Simply take a copy of 
the letter along to Space 
Aliens and 20 percent  
of your meal purchase  
will be donated back  
to the Library 
Foundation, Inc.

Sign up to have your  
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have 
your newsletter emailed to 

you, please send your  
email address to  

ksimenson@cdln.info. 
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The Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
The Library Foundation, Inc., gratefully acknowledges gifts from the following  

supporters received between November 2, 2014 and May 1, 2015.

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you find an error in our list, 
please bring it to our attention.

Current Gold Card
Members
Fred Anstrom
Myron Atkinson
Carla Bender, Cal’s Car Clinic
David Blackstead
Sylvia Burgess
Janis Cheney
Sheri Coleman
Betsy Dalrymple
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Debra Gallegher
Judge Benny Graff
Gerald Guler
Donna Hamar
Bryce Hill
Joyce Hinman
Michelle Hintz
Juanita Hocking
Judd Holt
Tara Holt
Chuck Iten
Diane Jones
Maury Kamins,  
 Western Steel & Plumbing
Cindy K. Kavlie
Rita Kelly
Dr. John Lauer
Betty Mills
Cheryl Huber Mizell
Lois Neff
Kathleen Nordquist
Cynthia Norland
Jack Paris
William Pearce
Kathleen Risch
Eileen Mack Rouse
Carol Russell
Laura Rust
John Sagsveen
Erik Sakariassen
John Sakariassen
Patty Sandness
Kim Schaff
Jay Schechter

Don Schmid
Nadeane Silbernagel
Sue Sorlie
Dwight Tober
Daniel Vondrachek
Curt Walth, Starion Financial
Dick Weber
Susan Wefald
Don Weisz, Weisz & Sons, Inc.
Mona Ziegler

Current Ben Franklin 
100 Club Members
Bob & Gladys Bain
Ryan & Maggie Barth
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Fay & Gerald Behm
David & Sue Bickel
Bismarck Doll Friends
David Bliss
Bryant Clinic of Chiropractic
Bill & Dina Butcher
Capital Credit Union
Dr. Thomas &  
 Marilyn Christianson
Jim Christianson
Char McLaughlin & Jim Conley
Fay & Lynn Connell
John & Hannelore Davis
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Warren & Eileen Dekrey
Beth & Keith Demke
Lewis & Karen Dendy
Dr. Stan & Peggy Diede
Bob & Pam Eastgate
Dr. Marcus &  
 Margaret Fiechtner
Dr. David & Sherri Field
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Doug & Vicky Friez
Dr. Scott & Pam Girard
Drs. Ernie & Carolyn Godfread
Marvin & Pat Hager
Dr. Donald & Marlene Hastings
Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes
Johnsen Trailer Sales, Inc.

Dr. Marlin J. Johnson
George & Janet Jury
M. Peggy Kaldahl
Joan Klemer
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Christine Kujawa 
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Craig & Shelley Larson
Dr. Gordon & Jackie Leingang
Elizabeth Lucas
Susan Lundberg
Thomas & Jan Mayer
Metro Area Ambulance
Tim & Janelle Michelsen
Midcontinent Communications
Brent & Betty Montgomery
Kent & Jane Morrow
Cynthia & Robert Norland
Norene Olson
Pallet Depot, LLC
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
William & Ann Pearce
Petro-Hunt, LLC
Fletcher & Helen Poling
Kris Todd-Reisnour &  
 George Reisnour
David & Sarah Ripley
Burt & Margo Riskedahl
William & Melvina Rogers
James & Ellen Rouse
Ryan Chrysler Dodge  
 Jeep of Bismarck
Cody & Jesse Sailer
Kevin & Cheryl Sailer
Rob Schaner
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandy Tabor
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable  
 Gerald W. Vandewalle
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Jim & Pamela Vukelic

Curt & Bev Walth
Luke Weinberg
Fireside Office Products, Inc.
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Woodmansee’s Inc.

General Fund  
Donations
Aetna, Inc.
Gary Anderson
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Charles & Tamara Darling
Lawrence Duchscherer
Dr. Walter & Carolyn Frank
Dr. Donald & Marlene Hastings
Irene Linseth
Kristi & Jack Paris
Harry Pearce
Patty & Paul Sandness
Kristi & Larry Simenson
Cameo & Kiel Skager
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Robert & Linda Tonollil
Alan Wanek

Endowment Gifts
Scheels
Leanna Wentz
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Myrna K. Dahl
Orville & Kathleen Eide
Charles Miska
Eugene & Paula Roach

Memorials to the  
Endowment Fund
In Memory of Alexandra  
 “Sacha” Boon
 Joel Boon
In Memory of Ellen Carlson
 Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
In Memory of Natalie Henke
 Andrea Stomberg

(continued on next page)
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Support the Library Foundation!

Please complete and return this form along with a check made payable to:
The Library Foundation  •  515 North 5th Street  •  Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-4081

Donations to the Foundation also can be made online at www.bismarcklibrary.org.

___ Ben Franklin 100 Club
___ Gold Card Club
___ Novel Club
___ Operating Fund
___ Endowment Fund
___ Honorary or Memorial Gift
       Amount:_______________

continued from page 6

In Memory of Wilbur Lewis Lankford
 Lankford Family
In Memory of Mary Mayer
 Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
In Memory of Gary Oberlander
 Richard & Margaret Oberlander
In Memory of Donald Oberlander
 Richard & Margaret Oberlander
In Memory of Jay Schultz
 Jan Schultz
 Cynthia & Robert Norland
In Memory of Al Watrel
 Tara Holt & Doug Prchal

Honorariums to the  
Endowment Fund
In Honor of Tyne Buntrock
 Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
 

Special Purpose Gifts
In Memory of Joan Schatz
 Margo Saele

In-Kind Gift
Midcontinent Communications

Grants
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Susanne Mattheis Charitable Fund
Target

Event Sponsorships for  
“The Art of Books”
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Patty & Paul Sandness

In-Kind Gifts for  
“The Art of Books”
Buffalo Commons Brewing Company
Sheri & Barry Coleman
The Gifted Bean Coffee House 
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Mike & Karen LaLonde,
    Prairie Visuals Photography
Northern Canola Growers Association
Kristi & Jack Paris
Joan & Bill Severin
Wild Inspire, Scott Wild

Like Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library on  

Facebook
Want to find out what is coming up at the Library, or what events the Foundation is hosting?  
Like the Library on Facebook to stay up to date about what’s happening!

Email ________________________________________       Phone _____________________________________

Gifts to the Library Foundation, Inc. can be designated for specific purposes. All gifts are tax deductible and used  
to enhance Library collections, resources and facilities.
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Library Foundation Supports Gifted Bean
Continuing the tradition of support for the Library coffee shop, the Library 
Foundation, Inc. has donated funds to support the purchase of a new espresso 
machine for The Gifted Bean Coffee House. The Foundation spearheaded the 
original fundraising for the first coffee shop that was opened in 2007. 

On any given day at The Gifted Bean, you can see families enjoying treats, 
book clubs gathered around the large table, and business people stop-
ping in for lunch. When the espresso machine – that was already in used 
condition when the original shop opened – decided to stop operating,  
something needed to happen.

Most of the shop’s coffee drinks start off using an espresso shot, so a machine that works correctly is definitely a 
necessity. The repair person deemed the machine beyond repair so a new machine was located and ordered. 

Gifted Bean manager, Matt McMerty, said, “The new machine is very nice. It allows us to pour more than one shot 
at a time and we can set it so every drink comes out at the exact same temperature.” The machine is used to create 
the espresso shots, steam milk and froth liquids.

“The Foundation is proud to support The Gifted Bean. We wanted to continue our support of the coffee shop, as 
the Foundation has done in the past,” said Foundation Board President Cynthia Norland. “The Library provides an 
essential community service and the coffee shop provides a service for our Library patrons. Of course, nothing is 
better than relaxing with a good cup of coffee while reading a book or chatting with friends. I encourage everyone 
to stop at The Gifted Bean and see what they have to offer.”

The Gifted Bean manager, Matt McMerty, 
demonstrates how to use the new espresso 
machine.
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